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Correspondence.
DR. BECK ON THE DISSECTION OF THE
NERVES OF THE UTERUS.
T. SNOW BECK.
" Audi alteram partem:’
To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,-In a recent paper " On the Ganglia and Nerves of the
Uterus," Dr. Robert Lee states that " removing not merely
the cellular tissue, but the neurilemma even," from the nerves
in a careful dissection is an "unprecedented process;" that
the dissections thus treated are "mutilated specimens;" and
quotes a passage by Dr. L. Herschfeld ’with the apparent in-ten ion of implying that this process has been " long concealed
from men of science throughout the world." 
I have always maintained that no minute dissection is
worthy of credit unless the whole of the neurilemma be re-
moved from the nerves; for by this process alone can we avoid
many sources of error. Whilst engaged in making my first
dissection, I had different discussions with Dr. Lee on this
subject; and he is well aware that in all my dissections the
neurilemma has been carefully removed. Neither this fact nor
any other respecting these dissections has ever been concealed.
It was noticed in Dr. Lee’s report published in the Literary
Gazette, May 16th, 1846, as "the peculiar mode of conducting
the dissection;" by Dr. Knox, Medical Times, August 15th,
1846-" Mr. Beck and his friends attach much importance to
the opening up the sheaths of the nerves......as to remove, in
as far as possible, all that is not nervous matter;" by Dr. R.
Lee, THE LANCET, November 21st, 1846,-"By picking of the
fibrous neurilemma......the unwarrantable mode in which the
dissection was conducted;" by myself, in answer to some
objections, Medical Times, August 29th, 1846-" Ought the
fibro-cellular sheath to be removed, or not ? and if it ought,
can it be removed without injury to the nerves ? Both these
questions I unhesitatingly answer in the affirmative ....... Inter-
posed between the sheath and the nerve is a delicate mem-
brane, with the free surface next to the nervous tubules. Now
the whole of this fibro-cellular sheath......may be removed,
and this membrane will remain, enclosing the nerve and pro-
tecting it from injury;" and on another occasion-" These dis-
sections being all made after the same method, i.e., by the
removal of the fibro-cellular neurilemma." 
If this method be, in Dr. Lee’s opinion, "peculiar," Lin-
precedented," and " unwarrantable, "-if, by employing it, the
dissections are made " mutilated specimens," why, I would
ask him, has he followed this method in the preparations
represented at figs. 2 and 3 in the last paper? And why has
he followed the same method in his recent dissections of the
nerves of the heart, described and fignred in the " Philoso-
phical Transactions" for 1849 ? Perhaps he will also mention
-why he has skinned the nerves" (to quote his own-phraseology)
in the preparations represented in figs. 2 and 3, and left the
nerves "unskinned" in the preparations represented at fig. 1
(October 28th) and fig. 4? For without some satisfactory
explanation, it appears an "unprecedented" and "unwarrant-
able" proceeding to remove the neurilemma from one-half of
.the preparations, and to leave it on the other half, when it is
a question of relative size which is sought to be determined.
I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
Langham-place, December, 1854. 
MILITIA SURGEONS.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,-I would beg to direct your attention and advocacy to
the case of those militia surgeons whose regiments are embodied
for permanent duty. It appears to me that, as the law at
present stands, these gentlemen can claim no retiring allow-
ance, nor half-pay for their services, when their regiments
may again become disembodied. This is a great hardship, for
it is well known that most of such parties are in extensive
private practice; and should their regiments be removed from
head-quarters, now more than probable, not only will such
whose patriotism may induce them to resign their practice and
follow their regiment receive no permanent reward for such
conduct, but eventually will have to return to the scene of
their past labours, and begin their professional life de novo.
Should the Legislature not remedy this evil, a great majority
of the present medical staff must of necessity retire, and their
places consequently filled either by young and inexperienced
men, or by gentlemen whose advancement in their profession
has been anything but successful. -
I have this day written to the member for the borough in
which I reside, urging these points on his consideration, and
would strongly impress on my professional brethren the neces-
sity of adopting some such course.
I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
A MILITIA SURGEON.
House of Commons.
MONDAY, DEC. 18TH.
MILITIA. BILL.
MR. FITZROY moved that the House should go into committee
upon this bill.
Col. SiBTHORP wished to know when the Foreign Enlistment
Bill was likely to come before them ? 
Mr. S. HERBERT thought it probable that the bill would
come down from the other House that evening.
Mr. BRADY drew attention to the situation in which the
medical officers of militia regiments would be placed by the
bill. Those gentlemen were mostly possessed of local con-nexions, and it would be an act of great injustice to expect
them to go abroad without some compensation; especially as,
unlike the officers of the militia regiments, they were not, gene-
rally speaking, men of property. On the other hand, it would.
be an act of equal injustice to deprive the regiments of their
medical officers, and to replace them with persons of inferior
attainments.
Medical News.
ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS.- The following gentle-
men having undergone the necessary examinations for the
diploma, were admitted Members of the College at the meeting
of the Court of Examiners on the 15th inst. :-
BOARD, WALTER, Burnham, Somerset.
BouLTON, WILLIAM WHYTEHEAD, Beverley, Yorkshire.
BROWNFIELD, MATTHEW, Milton, Gravesend.
CHEEK, GEORGE NICHOLAS, Hon. East India Company’s
’ Service, Bengal.
GRIFFITH, JOHN, Barmouth, North Wales.
HINTON, JAMES, Clifton, near Bristol.
MURPHY, JOSEPH BEAUVAL, West Ella, near Hull.
REEVE, EDMUND.
ROGERS, EDWARD AUGUSTUS, Manchester.
UTERMARCK, GEORGE, Guernsey. -
WAKEFIELD, HENRY, Hon. East India Company’s Service,
Bombay.
The following gentlemen were admitted Members on the
18th inst.:-
CLAPP, WILLIAM JoHN, Army. ’
JOHNSON, YORKE HOBART, St. George’s-road, Pimlico.
KNIPE, JOHN COPELAND, Belturbet, Co. Cavan.
PESKETT, FREDERICK WILLIAM, Army.
PHILPOT, HARVEY JOHN, Army.
RANDELL, HENRY LLOYD, Army.
TOMLINSON, JOHN ToMLINSON, Manchester.
WOODWARD, WILLIAM, Ledbury, Herefordshire.
The following gentlemen were admitted Members on the
20th inst. :- 
BROCK, WILLIAM KORTRIGHT, Army.
COLLISON, JOHN BOWMER, Army.
COOK, HENRY, Army.EWINGTON, CHARLES HENRY THOMAS, Army.
FAUGHT, JOHN GEORGE, Army.LLOYD, EDMU D EYRE, Army.
MICHAIL, JOHN, Army.
MUSCHAMP, WILLIAM HENRY, Army.
PERRY, GEORGE, Army.
WOOD, JOHN, Army.
APOTHECARIES’ HALL,-Names of gentlemen who passed
their examination in the science and practice of Medicine, and
received certificates to practise, on- 
-
Thursday, December 14th, 1854.
FRANCE, EDWARD TOWNDROW, Sheffield.
MOON, ROBERT HENRY, Dfracombe, Devon.
MOXON, WILLIAM, Rugeley, Staffordshire.
RussELL, EDWARD, Liverpool.. -. -
